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Background of Thailand Mine Action Center

Thailand’s landmine problem has arisen since Thailand has faced ideological
and internal conflicts as well as conflicts with various groups of the neighbouring
countries for more than 50 years. Most solutions often ended up with the use
of violence, arms, and landmines which were widely used at that time. These
have caused some parts of the internal areas and four bordering areas around
the country to encounter landmine and unexploded ordnance (UXO) problems
affecting security in people’s lives and properties. They have also hindered
community and economic joint development along the borders with neighbouring
countries.

Thailand’s humanitarian landmine operations are obliged under the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personal
Mines (also known as the Mine Ban Treaty) signed on 3 December 1997 in Ottawa,
Canada which has entered into force for Thailand since 1 May 1999. The Office
of the Prime Minister issued an order to form the National Mine Action Committee
(NMAQ), chaired by the Prime Minister and comprising heads of all relevant
government departments and units as committees. The Royal Thai Armed Forces
Headquarters was assigned to establish Thailand Mine Action Center (TMAQ) to
function as the central coordination agency for all relevant humanitarian mine
action. Additionally, on 18 January 2000, the late Her Royal Highness Princess
Galayani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra, presided over the
opening ceremony of Thailand Mine Action Center (TMACQ) and accepted to be
the TMAC’s royal patronage.

Mission : TMAC mission includes planning, administering, coordinating, supervising
and implementing all undertakings related to anti-personal mines (APM) to be in
accordance with the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production
and Transfer of Anti-Personal Mines, to be the coordinating center for all relevant
government agencies, and to control and supervise demining field landmines
and unexploded ordnance (UXO) of Humanitarian Mine Action Units (HMAU).



Key functions

- Implementation of demining operations

- Implementation of mine risk education (MRE)

- Implementation of landmine victim assistance activities

- Implementation of the laws to be in accordance with the Convention

- Implementation of stockpiled landmine destruction
Organization of TMAC

National Mine Action Committee

(NMAC)
I | | Sub-Committee on Supervision,
Military Command Center __Evaluation, and MineClearance
BIARISEO — Sub -Committee on Mine
I _______Awareness ___
‘ Thailand Mine Action Center Sub — Committee on Landmine
(TNI‘AC) N ____Victim Assistance
. Sub — Committee on Foreign
_1 Headquarters ‘ Humanitarian A _ Coordination
= Demining (HD) i
] . 1 Sub — Committee on Mine
- R NS TralnEenter— i Disposal and Demining
Branch
— — Mine Risk Education
|| Coordination & ul (MRE)
Evaluation Branch I Training Center
| § Special Affairs Mine Detection Dog
Branch L (MDD)

Training Center

I  Admin & Support

Branch
Survey on the areas affected by landmines

Thailand Mine Action Center (TMAC) along with the Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA)
conducted survey on the areas affected by landmines and unexploded ordnance
(UXO) during May 2000-2001. It was found that Thailand has risk prone area accounted
for 2,557 sq km and subsequently additional identified area of 3 sq km totaling 2,560 sg km
covering 27 provinces (84 districts 530 villages) with 503,682 affected people. Currently,
there are 18 remaining provinces affected by landmines as follows:
Cambodia : Chanthaburi, Trat, Sa Kaeo, Buri Ram, Surin, Si Sa Ket and Ubon
Ratchathani Provinces
Laos : Phitsanulok, Uttaradit, Nan and Phayao-Provinces
Myanmar : Chiang Rai, Mae Hong Son, Chaing Mai, Tak and Chumphon Provinces
Malaysia : Nakhon Si Thammarat and Yala Provinces



Relevant government and private agencies
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Ministry of the Interior

Ministry of Public Health

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Social Development and Human Security
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives

Ministry of Education

Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare

Provincial Red Cross

Prostheses Foundation of H.R.H. the Princess Mother
General Chatichai Choonhavan Foundation

Peace Road Organization

Mekong Organization for Mankind

Association of the Physically Handicapped of Thailand
Association of Persons with Physical Disability International

Support from neighbouring countries on detection and destruction

of remaining landmines

USA

Canada
China

Japan

NPA

APOPO

: Sending machinery and mine detection machines for examination

and providing support on field operations
: Providing BDM-46
: Sending experts to train Thailand’s demining officers and giving
mine detection machines and 50 mine — resisting vests in 2005
: Giving mine detection machines and budget on demining via
the private organizations of Japan and Thailand
: Providing assistance related to the cooperation project between
TMAC, Military Command Center, RTARF HO and NPA until 2013
: Providing assistance on mine survey information for mine reduction
Project until 2013



Thailand’s obligation under the Mine Ban Treaty

- Never under any circumstances use anti-personnel landmines;

- Never under any circumstances develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stock pile,
retain or transfer to anyone, directly or indirectly, anti-personnel mines except for
destruction;

- Never under any circumstances assist, encourage or induce, in any way, anyone to
engage in any activity prohibited to a State Party under this treaty;

- Destroy the anti-personnel mines in mine areas within ten years after the treaty
entering into force or by 30 April 2009. If a State Party is unable to destroy all
anti-personnel mines within that time period, it may submit a request to a Meeting of
the States Parties of a Review Conference for an extension of the deadline for
completing the destruction of such anti-personnel mines, for a period of up to
ten years. (The request for extension will end in November 2018.) ;

- Identify all areas under its jurisdiction or control in which anti-personnel mines are
known or suspected to be emplaced and shall ensure that all anti-personnel mines
in mined areas under its jurisdiction or control are perimeter-marked and monitored
to ensure the effective exclusion of civilians from the area by marking;

- Report to the Secretary-General of the United Nations annually (by 30 April of
each year);

- Conduct mine risk awareness activities to reduce the incidence of mine-related
injuries or deaths in the risk prone areas of 18 provinces. (The mine risk awareness
education has been implemented for the people in those 18 controlled areas in
an on-going procedure.)

- Provide assistance to mine victims, coordinate all relevant parties and organizations
based on the order of the sub-committee on assistance of anti-personal landmines

victims and give assistance to victims within the scope of responsibilities
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